WASHINGTON FOOD INDUSTRY WEEKLY BILL REPORT 
01/25/2012 
 

UPCOMING HEARINGS 


	01/25/2012
	HLaborWorkforceDev
	HHR C @ 1:30 PM
	Public Hearing - HB 1928 - Addressing workplace bullying by making it an unfair practice to subject an employee to an abusive work environment.
	

	01/25/2012
	HJudiciary
	HHR A @ 08:00 AM
	Public Hearing - HB 2246 - Concerning medicaid fraud.
	

	01/25/2012
	HWays & Means
	HHR A @ 3:30 PM
	Public Hearing - HB 2278 - Concerning annual accountability surveys for the warehousing and distribution center sales and use tax exemption.
	

	01/25/2012
	HHcare & Wellness
	HHR B @ 08:00 AM
	Public Hearing - HB 2303 - Regulating the practices of pharmacy benefits managers.
	

	01/25/2012
	HState Govt
	HHR E @ 08:00 AM
	Public Hearing - HB 2407 - Restricting the use of information related to claims resolution structured settlement agreements.
	

	01/25/2012
	HLaborWorkforceDev
	HHR C @ 1:30 PM
	Public Hearing - HB 2491 - Addressing when predecessor-successor relationships do not exist for purposes of unemployment experience rating.
	

	01/25/2012
	HLaborWorkforceDev
	HHR C @ 1:30 PM
	Public Hearing - HB 2508 - Establishing minimum standards for sick and safe leave from employment.
	

	01/25/2012
	HLaborWorkforceDev
	HHR C @ 1:30 PM
	Public Hearing - HB 2509 - Promoting workplace safety and health by enacting the blueprint for safety program.
	

	01/25/2012
	HHcare & Wellness
	HHR B @ 08:00 AM
	Public Hearing - HB 2578 - Concerning disciplinary actions against the health professions license of the subject of a department of social and health services finding.
	

	01/25/2012
	SWays & Means
	SHR 4 @ 3:30 PM
	Public Hearing - SB 6061 - Changing the nonresident sales tax exemption into a refund program.
	

	01/25/2012
	SWays & Means
	SHR 4 @ 3:30 PM
	Public Hearing - SB 6088 - Strengthening the review of the legislature's goals for tax preferences by requiring that every new tax preference provide an expiration date and statement of legislative intent.
	

	01/25/2012
	SHea/L-T Care
	SHR 3 @ 08:00 AM
	Public Hearing - SB 6096 - Regulating the practices of pharmacy benefits managers.
	

	01/25/2012
	SWays & Means
	SHR 4 @ 3:30 PM
	Public Hearing - SB 6166 - Concerning cigarette tax revenue for tobacco usage prevention and treatment programs.
	

	01/25/2012
	SHea/L-T Care
	SHR 3 @ 08:00 AM
	Exec Session - SB 6197 - Including pharmacists in the legend drug act.
	

	01/26/2012
	HHcare & Wellness
	HHR B @ 10:00 AM
	Exec Session - HB 2228 - Allowing for redistribution of medications under certain conditions.
	

	01/26/2012
	HEnviron
	HHR C @ 08:00 AM
	Exec Session - HB 2253 - Modernizing the functionality of the state environmental policy act.
	

	01/26/2012
	HEnviron
	HHR C @ 08:00 AM
	Exec Session - HB 2260 - Increasing penalties for littering.
	

	01/26/2012
	HState Govt
	HHR E @ 10:00 AM
	Public Hearing - HB 2276 - Regarding administrative procedures that promote accountability, transparency, and economic relief.
	

	01/26/2012
	HHcare & Wellness
	HHR B @ 10:00 AM
	Exec Session - HB 2303 - Regulating the practices of pharmacy benefits managers.
	

	01/26/2012
	HHcare & Wellness
	HHR B @ 10:00 AM
	Exec Session - HB 2319 - Implementing the affordable care act.
	

	01/26/2012
	HHcare & Wellness
	HHR B @ 10:00 AM
	Exec Session - HB 2343 - Authorizing electronic communication of prescription information for controlled substances.
	

	01/26/2012
	HHcare & Wellness
	HHR B @ 10:00 AM
	Exec Session - HB 2512 - Including pharmacists in the legend drug act.
	

	01/26/2012
	HHcare & Wellness
	HHR B @ 10:00 AM
	Exec Session - HB 2578 - Concerning disciplinary actions against the health professions license of the subject of a department of social and health services finding.
	

	01/26/2012
	SWays & Means
	SHR 4 @ 3:30 PM
	Exec Session - SSB 5978 - Concerning medicaid fraud.
	

	01/26/2012
	SJudiciary
	SHR 3 @ 5:30 PM
	Public Hearing - SB 6108 - Clarifying the location at which the crime of theft of rental, leased, lease-purchased, or loaned property occurs.
	

	01/26/2012
	SWays & Means
	SHR 4 @ 3:30 PM
	Public Hearing - SSB 6120 - Concerning children's safe products.
	

	01/26/2012
	SLab/Comm/CP
	SHR 4 @ 10:00 AM
	Public Hearing - SB 6229 - Establishing minimum standards for sick and safe leave from employment. (Please see comment below.)
	

	01/26/2012
	SAg/Water/RED
	SHR 3 @ 10:00 AM
	Public Hearing - SB 6298 - Concerning labeling of foods that contain genetically engineered material. (Hearing is on the Proposed Substitute.)
	

	01/26/2012
	SHumServ/Corr
	SHR 1 @ 10:00 AM
	Public Hearing - SB 6386 - Enacting measures to reduce public assistance fraud.
	

	01/27/2012
	Hag/Nat Resources
	HHR A @ 08:00 AM
	Public Hearing - HB 2551 - Concerning the annual gross sales limits for cottage food operations.
	

	01/27/2012
	HBusFinSvcs
	HHR B @ 1:30 PM
	Exec Session - HB 2565 - Providing for the operation of roll your own cigarette machines at retail establishments.
	

	01/27/2012
	Hag/Nat Resources
	HHR A @ 08:00 AM
	Public Hearing - HB 2637 - Concerning labeling of foods that contain genetically engineered material.
	

	01/30/2012
	HJudiciary
	HHR A @ 1:30 PM
	Exec Session - HB 2246 - Concerning medicaid fraud.
	

	01/30/2012
	HHcare & Wellness
	HHR B @ 1:30 PM
	Public Hearing - HB 2495 - Prohibiting pharmacists from substituting opioid analgesic drugs for an opioid analgesic drug incorporating a tamper resistance technology without verifying equivalence or obtaining the written, signed consent of the prescribing physician.
	

	01/30/2012
	HWays & Means
	HHR A @ 3:30 PM
	Public Hearing - HB 2530 - Improving accountability for tax preferences.
	

	01/30/2012
	HState Govt
	HHR E @ 1:30 PM
	Public Hearing - HB 2558 - Establishing a theater license to sell beer, including strong beer, or wine, or both, at retail for consumption on theater premises.
	

	01/30/2012
	HWays & Means
	HHR A @ 3:30 PM
	Public Hearing - HB 2619 - Clarifying that sellers are required to separately state retail sales tax on any instrument of sale provided to the buyer when the seller advertises that tax is included in the selling price or that the seller is paying the tax.
	

	01/30/2012
	SLab/Comm/CP
	SHR 4 @ 10:00 AM
	Public Hearing - SB 6302 - Addressing claim files and compensation under the industrial insurance laws.
	

	01/30/2012
	SHea/L-T Care
	SHR 4 @ 1:30 PM
	Public Hearing - SB 6360 - Creating the Washington health care cost commission.
	

	01/31/2012
	HLaborWorkforceDev
	HHR C @ 10:00 AM
	Public Hearing - HB 2496 - Modifying the inflationary adjustment to the minimum hourly wage.
	

	01/31/2012
	HLaborWorkforceDev
	HHR C @ 10:00 AM
	Public Hearing - HB 2498 - Suspending the adjustment of the minimum hourly wage rate during periods of high unemployment.
	

	01/31/2012
	STransportatn
	SHR 1 @ 3:30 PM
	Public Hearing - SB 6388 - Eliminating the course of instruction and employer skills and training certification requirements for commercial driver's license applicants.
	

	01/31/2012
	SLab/Comm/CP
	SHR 4 @ 1:30 PM
	Public Hearing - SB 6475 - Changing the criteria for the beer and wine tasting endorsement for grocery stores.
	

	01/31/2012
	SLab/Comm/CP
	SHR 4 @ 1:30 PM
	Public Hearing - SB 6477 - Concerning spirits sampling in former contract liquor stores.
	

	02/01/2012
	HWays & Means
	HHR A @ 1:30 PM
	Public Hearing - HB 2607 - Requiring a six-year budget outlook tied to existing revenues.
	

	02/01/2012
	SEnviron
	SHR 4 @ 1:30 PM
	Public Hearing - SB 6369 - Protecting environmental quality and human health.
	

	02/02/2012
	SGovt Op & El
	SHR 2 @ 10:00 AM
	Public Hearing - SB 6464 - Requiring the governor to sign certain significant legislative rules.
	

	BEER, WINE & LIQUOR

	

	HIGH PRIORITY BILLS
	Position
	Status
	Sponsor

	HB 2140
	Concerning liquor revenue.
	Monitoring
	H Ways & Means
	Hunter

	
	

	
	Modifies liquor revenue provisions.

	

	MEDIUM PRIORITY BILLS
	Position
	Status
	Sponsor

	HB 2179
	Changes the authority for liquor license objections from the city manager or executive to the local city council.
	Neutral
	H Local Govt
	Morris

	
	

	
	Changes the city or town entity that receives notice of liquor license applications and that has the right to object to applications from the "chief executive officer" to the "legislative authority."  
 


	SB 6366
	Establishing a theater license to sell beer, including strong beer, or wine, or both, at retail for consumption on theater premises.
	Monitoring
	S Lab/Comm/CP
	Pridemore

	
	

	
	Establishes a theater license to sell beer or wine, or both, at retail for consumption on theater premises.

	ENVIRONMENTAL

	

	HIGH PRIORITY BILLS
	Position
	Status
	Sponsor

	HB 2250
	Bag bill -  NWGA version which creates voluntary option  for stores in lieu of local ordinance.
	N/A
	H Environment
	Fitzgibbon

	
	

	
	This bill was introduced as a mistake and was replaced by HB 2404.

	HB 2404
	Reducing the use of disposable checkout bags.
	Oppose
	H Environment
	Fitzgibbon

	
	This bill is supported by NWGA.  WFIA is considering changing it to not include a statewide ban but instead simply create a model ordinance similar to Seattle\'s that a city would be required to use if they choose to ban plastic bags.  Grocers would be allowed to collect a fee for paper bags to offset costs.

	
	Currently the bill is a statewide ban on plastic bags but allows a fee to be charged by retailers for paper bags - -similar to Seattle and Bellingham ordinances. 
 
  
 


	HB 2450
	Adopting the Washington small rechargeable battery stewardship act.
	Oppose
	H Environment
	Tharinger

	
	

	
	Establishes the Washington small rechargeable battery stewardship act. Provides that the act is void if a federal law takes effect that establishes a national program for the collection and recycling of both used small rechargeable and nonrechargeable batteries.  Not voluntary for retailers -- if they want to sell the batteries they must participate in the program.

	SB 6148
	Adopting the Washington small rechargeable battery stewardship act.
	Oppose
	S Envi
	Nelson

	
	

	
	Establishes the Washington small rechargeable battery stewardship act. Provides that the act is void if a federal law takes effect that establishes a national program for the collection and recycling of both used small rechargeable and nonrechargeable batteries.  Not voluntary for retailers -- if they want to sell the batteries they must participate in the program.

	

	MEDIUM PRIORITY BILLS
	Position
	Status
	Sponsor

	E2SHB 1952
	Streamlining the state environmental policy act process.
	Monitoring
	H Environment
	Upthegrove

	
	

	
	Creates categorical exemptions under the state environmental policy act for: (1) Certain types of construction (expires December 31, 2012); (2) Certain temporary farmers markets and mobile food venders; and (3) Certain electric utility-related actions. Requires the department of ecology to initiate rule making to adopt categorical exemptions and exemption levels consistent with the act. Provides that the act is null and void if appropriations are not approved.

	HB 2253
	Modernizing the functionality of the state environmental policy act.
	Monitoring
	H Environment
	Fitzgibbon

	
	

	
	Modifies provisions relating to the functionality of the state environmental policy act. Creates the categorical exemption board to ensure that categorical exemptions and the environmental checklist process are updated periodically to reflect current conditions, to reduce duplicative rules and regulations, and to contain avoidable costs while still meeting environmental review objectives.

	HB 2260
	Increases penalties for littering 
	Concerns
	H Environment
	Zeiger

	
	

	
	Increases littering penalties but the money from penalties not directed to the litter tax fund.  This may be an amendment we will want to run.

	SB 5999
	Harmonizing state green house gas reporting requirements with federal requirements.
	Monitoring
	S Envi
	Delvin

	
	

	
	Harmonizes state green house gas reporting requirements with federal requirements.

	SB 6013
	Concerning the state integrated climate change response strategy.
	Concerns
	S Energy/NatRes/
	Ranker

	
	

	
	Requires the department of ecology to compile an integrated climate change response strategy every ten years.

	SB 6014
	Concerning the management of storm water discharging to marine waters.
	Concerns
	S Envi
	Ranker

	
	

	
	Requires the department of ecology to submit a report to the appropriate standing committees of the legislature regarding management of storm water discharging to marine waters.

	SB 6036
	Eliminates Use of Toxic Acct Funds for Public Participation Grants
	Monitoring
	S Envi
	Delvin

	
	

	
	Prohibits the use of money from the state and local toxics control account for the purpose of public participation grants to persons and organizations who may be adversely affected by a release or threatened release of a hazardous substance.

	SSB 6120
	Concerning children's safe products.
	Oppose
	S Ways & Means
	Nelson

	
	

	
	Prohibits manufacturers, wholesalers, and retailers from manufacturing, selling, offering for sale, distributing for sale, or distributing for use in this state, a children's product containing TRIS (as defined in section 1 of the act) in amounts greater than fifty parts per million in any component. Requires certain manufacturers of children's products whose product contains TRIS to submit an alternatives assessment to the department of ecology. Requires the department of ecology to provide technical assistance to a manufacturer required to conduct an alternatives assessment that requests assistance.

	SB 6369
	Protecting environmental quality and human health.
	Concerns
	S Envi
	Chase

	
	

	
	Requires state agencies to include impact to human health and environmental health into all regulatory decisions.

	FOOD SAFETY AND POLICY

	

	HIGH PRIORITY BILLS
	Position
	Status
	Sponsor

	HB 2551
	Concerning the annual gross sales limits for cottage food operations.
	Oppose
	H Ag & Nat Res
	Overstreet

	
	

	
	Repeals RCW 69.22.050 relating to annual gross sales limits for cottage food operations.

	HB 2637
	Concerning labeling of foods that contain genetically engineered material.
	Concerns
	H Ag & Nat Res
	Condotta

	
	

	
	Requires labeling for genetically engineered raw agricultural commodities and genetically engineered ingredients offered for retail sale.

	SB 6298
	Concerning labeling of foods that contain genetically engineered material.
	Concerns
	S Ag/Water/RurEc
	Chase

	
	

	
	Requires labeling for genetically engineered raw agricultural commodities and genetically engineered ingredients offered for retail sale.

	

	MEDIUM PRIORITY BILLS
	Position
	Status
	Sponsor

	HB 2266
	Concerning children's safe products.
	Oppose
	H Environment
	Dickerson

	
	Manufacturer focus but gives DOE significant authority in this arena to take action without significant proof of harm. 
 
  
 


	
	Prohibits the manufacture, sale, or distribution of children's products containing TRIS in amounts greater than 50 parts per million.  
 
   ?  Requires manufacturers of children's products that contain TRIS, formaldehyde, antimony, antimony compounds, or Bisphenol-A to conduct an alternatives assessment.  
 
   ?  Authorizes the Department of Ecology to require a manufacturer of children's products to conduct an alternatives assessment of up to two chemicals of high concern per year.  
 
   

	HB 2611
	Extending business and occupation tax preferences for fruit, vegetable, dairy, and seafood businesses.
	Monitoring
	H Ways & Means
	Blake

	
	

	
	Delays, until July 1, 2022, the expiration of business and occupation tax preferences for fruit, vegetable, dairy, and seafood businesses.

	SB 6342
	Extending business and occupation tax preferences for fruit, vegetable, dairy, and seafood businesses.
	Monitoring
	S Ways & Means
	Prentice

	
	

	
	Delays, until July 1, 2022, the expiration of business and occupation tax preferences for fruit, vegetable, dairy, and seafood businesses.

	GENERAL BUSINESS OR REGULATORY ISSUES

	

	HIGH PRIORITY BILLS
	Position
	Status
	Sponsor

	HB 2278
	Concerning annual accountability surveys for the warehousing and distribution center sales and use tax exemption.
	Concerns
	H Ways & Means
	Moeller

	
	

	
	Requires wholesalers or third-party warehousers who own or operate warehouses or grain elevators and retailers who own or operate distribution centers to file a complete annual survey with the department of revenue.

	HB 2450
	Adopting the Washington small rechargeable battery stewardship act.
	Oppose
	H Environment
	Tharinger

	
	

	
	Establishes the Washington small rechargeable battery stewardship act. Provides that the act is void if a federal law takes effect that establishes a national program for the collection and recycling of both used small rechargeable and nonrechargeable batteries.  Not voluntary for retailers -- if they want to sell the batteries they must participate in the program.

	HB 2551
	Concerning the annual gross sales limits for cottage food operations.
	Oppose
	H Ag & Nat Res
	Overstreet

	
	

	
	Repeals RCW 69.22.050 relating to annual gross sales limits for cottage food operations.

	SB 6003
	Organized Retail Theft -- Aggregation with Accomplices
	Support
	S Judiciary
	Carrell

	
	

	
	Includes, in the crime of organized retail theft, committing theft of property with a cumulative value of at least two hundred fifty dollars from a mercantile establishment with no less than nine accomplices and making or receiving at least one electronic communication in the course of planning or commission of the theft.

	SB 6008
	Concerning criminal street gangs.
	Support
	S Judiciary
	Carrell

	
	

	
	Addresses criminal street gangs.

	SB 6148
	Adopting the Washington small rechargeable battery stewardship act.
	Oppose
	S Envi
	Nelson

	
	

	
	Prohibits retailers from selling small rechargeable batteries if they are not participating in take back program

	SB 6148
	Adopting the Washington small rechargeable battery stewardship act.
	Oppose
	S Envi
	Nelson

	
	

	
	Establishes the Washington small rechargeable battery stewardship act. Provides that the act is void if a federal law takes effect that establishes a national program for the collection and recycling of both used small rechargeable and nonrechargeable batteries.  Not voluntary for retailers -- if they want to sell the batteries they must participate in the program.

	

	MEDIUM PRIORITY BILLS
	Position
	Status
	Sponsor

	HB 2235
	Revising franchise investment protection provisions.
	Monitoring
	H Rules R
	Kirby

	
	

	
	Modifies provisions relating to franchise investment protection.

	HB 2276
	Regarding administrative procedures that promote accountability, transparency, and economic relief.
	Monitoring
	H SGTribalAff
	Taylor

	
	

	
	Establishes the regulatory freedom and accountability act. Suspends certain agency rule making. Requires agencies, before adoption of a rule, to determine whether compliance with the rule will result in a specified economic impact. Prohibits agencies from issuing fines or imposing penalties under certain circumstances. Authorizes the adoption of only rules derived from a specific grant of legislative authority. Ensures that all laws and rules adopted by the federal and state governments are firmly grounded in their respective constitutions.

	SB 6386
	Enacting measures to reduce public assistance fraud.
	Monitoring
	S HumServ/Corr
	Carrell

	
	

	
	Encourages the office of fraud and accountability with the department of social and health services to coordinate with the office of the state auditor and the department of early learning to improve the prevention, detection, and prosecution of fraudulent activity taking place in public assistance programs.

	LABOR & EMPLOYMENT

	

	HIGH PRIORITY BILLS
	Position
	Status
	Sponsor

	HB 1928
	Addressing workplace bullying by making it an unfair practice to subject an employee to an abusive work environment.
	Oppose
	H Labor/Work Dev
	Liias

	
	

	
	Provides legal recourse for employees who have been harmed by being deliberately subjected to abusive work environments. Provides legal incentives for employers to prevent and respond to mistreatment of employees at work.

	ESHB 2002
	Concerning industrial insurance employer wage subsidies and reimbursements for light duty or transitional work.
	Oppose
	H Labor/Work Dev
	Sells

	
	

	
	Modifies temporary total disability provisions relating to employers providing light duty or transitional work. Expires July 1, 2016. This is a piece of the workers' comp reform that WFIA supports but without the balance of voluntary settlements and the occ disease study, it creates a new fund that workers' comp dollars will go into to provide the subsidy.

	HB 2025
	Freezing industrial insurance cost-of-living increases.
	Oppose
	H Labor/Work Dev
	Springer

	
	Another hit on worker benefits rather than doing the structural reforms of SB 5566

	
	Freezes industrial insurance cost-of-living increases.

	ESHB 2026
	Creating the industrial insurance rainy day account.
	Oppose
	H Labor/Work Dev
	Sells

	
	Puts extra savings during times when the state funds are doing well into a "Stabilization account."  Technically, this is what the contingency reserve fund is for.  Would eliminate the ability for the state fund to pay dividinds if the funds are too rich. Another bill meant to replace SB 5566.

	
	Creates the industrial insurance rainy day account. Requires the director of the department of labor and industries to: (1) In consultation with the state treasurer and the workers' compensation advisory committee, determine whether there is a surplus in the accident fund or the medical aid fund; and (2) If a surplus balance exists in either or both funds, notify the treasurer of the amount. Requires the treasurer to transfer the surplus balance to the industrial insurance rainy day account. Requires the state investment board to invest and reinvest moneys in the industrial insurance rainy day account.

	HB 2207
	Retro Authority Bill -- IMEs and Voc
	Support
	H Labor/Work Dev
	Springer

	
	This bill is different from last year\'s in that it does not include any ability for retro groups to close claims in order to address the most controversial part of the bill.

	
	WFIA sponsored bill giving retro groups authority to schedule independent medical exams and vocational rehabilitation consultations/appointments.  

	HB 2319
	Implementing the affordable care act.
	Oppose
	H HC/Wellness
	Cody

	
	

	
	This bill implements provisions of the Health Benefit Exchange but only will allow insurers to sell plans outside of the exchange if they agree to sell plans inside the exchange.  This will mean that only insurers willing to enter into the extra requirements to be in the exchange will be selling insurance in Washington state.  This will limit insurance options for employers of all sizes.

	HB 2412
	Increasing protections for employees under the Washington industrial safety and health act of 1973.
	Oppose
	H Labor/Work Dev
	Kenney

	
	

	
	Prohibits discharging or discriminating against an employee for reporting any injury, illness, or unsafe condition to the employer, agent of the employer, safety and health committee involved, or employee safety and health representative involved. Increases penalties for certain violations of the industrial safety and health act. Requires the director of the department of labor and industries to adjust certain civil penalty amounts to account for the percentage increase or decrease in the consumer price index.

	HB 2496
	Modifying the inflationary adjustment to the minimum hourly wage.
	Support
	H Labor/Work Dev
	Condotta

	
	

	
	Changes the inflationary adjuster from CPI-W to CPI-U to better reflect the reality of the statewide economy.

	HB 2508
	Establishing minimum standards for sick and safe leave from employment.
	Oppose
	H Labor/Work Dev
	Dickerson

	
	

	
	Establishes Seattle's paid sick leave policy statewide

	SB 5789
	Addressing workplace bullying by making it an unfair practice to subject an employee to an abusive work environment.
	Oppose
	S Lab/Comm/CP
	Harper

	
	

	
	Provides legal recourse for employees who have been harmed by being deliberately subjected to abusive work environments. Provides legal incentives for employers to prevent and respond to mistreatment of employees at work.

	SB 6178
	Implementing the affordable care act.
	Oppose
	S Hea/L-T Care
	Keiser

	
	

	
	Only allows insurers to sell insurance in the state if they are willing to participate in the state health benefit exchange.

	SB 6229
	Establishing minimum standards for sick and safe leave from employment.
	Oppose
	S Lab/Comm/CP
	Kohl-Welles

	
	

	
	Applies Seattle paid sick leave policy statewide.

	SB 6302
	Addressing claim files and compensation under the industrial insurance laws.
	Oppose
	S Lab/Comm/CP
	Kohl-Welles

	
	

	
	Addresses claim files and compensation under the industrial insurance laws.

	

	MEDIUM PRIORITY BILLS
	Position
	Status
	Sponsor

	HB 2234
	Addressing employer notification upon commercial driver's license suspension.
	Monitoring
	H Trans
	Hurst

	
	

	
	Requires the department of licensing to notify a driver's employer, if the employer is on file with the department: (1) Upon a determination regarding the suspension, revocation, or cancellation of a commercial driver's license or disqualification of the driver from operating a commercial motor vehicle; or (2) If the department receives a notification of noncompliance with a child support order. Requires the department of social and health services to notify the department of licensing of the service of a notice of noncompliance of a child support order if the department serves upon a responsible parent a notice informing the responsible parent of the department's intent to submit the parent's name to the department of licensing as a licensee who is not in compliance with a child support order. Requires the department of licensing to establish a voluntary database in which an employer may register an employee for which the employer wishes to receive the notifications mentioned above.

	HB 2339
	Providing unemployment insurance benefit charging relief for part-time employers who continue to employ a claimant on a part-time basis and the claimant qualified for two consecutive claims with wages attributable to at least one employer who employed the
	Support
	H Labor/Work Dev
	Sells

	
	We do need to make sure the costs are not socialized and instead are fully charged back to the original base year employers.

	
	An additional basis allowing an employer to request relief from benefit charges is established. An employer is eligible for relief from charges attributable to a claimant who the employer continues to employ on a regularly scheduled permanent part-time basis and who qualified for two consecutive claims where wages were attributable to at least one employer who employed the claimant in both base years. Benefit charging relief is not available to shared work employers.  
 


	HB 2344
	Authorizing certain corporate officers to receive unemployment benefits.
	Monitoring
	H Labor/Work Dev
	Angel

	
	

	
	Authorizes unemployment benefits for certain corporate officers.

	HB 2359
	Addressing the industrial insurance medical provider network with respect to provider treatment or procedures ordered by the board of industrial insurance appeals or a court and provider appeals.
	Concerns
	H Labor/Work Dev
	Reykdal

	
	There are concerns about how this would work with the new rules adopted for the medical provider networks.

	
	   Provides that the Department of Labor & Industries may not remove a provider from the health care provider network for failure to follow Department coverage decisions or treatment guidelines or policies if the treatment or procedure was ordered by the the Board of Industrial Insurance Appeals or a court.  
 
   ?  Provides that Department decisions to remove a provider from the network and other provider decisions are final orders subject to reconsideration and appeal.  
 
   

	SB 5968
	Establishing a fixed minimum hourly wage.
	Monitoring
	S Lab/Comm/CP
	Stevens

	
	

	
	Establishes a fixed minimum hourly wage.

	SB 6072
	Protecting employees from retaliation for conduct that promotes public policy.
	Oppose
	S Judiciary
	Kline

	
	

	
	Prohibits an employer from taking materially adverse action against an employee or independent contractor where retaliation is a substantial factor in the employer's decision to take action.

	SB 6228
	Making employment status discrimination an unfair labor practice.
	Oppose
	S Lab/Comm/CP
	Keiser

	
	

	
	Not sure what "employment status" means.

	SB 6360
	Creating the Washington health care cost commission.
	Concerns
	S Hea/L-T Care
	Keiser

	
	

	
	Adds another health care commission.

	PHARMACY

	

	HIGH PRIORITY BILLS
	Position
	Status
	Sponsor

	2SHB 1507
	Concerning crimes against pharmacies.
	Support
	H 3rd Reading
	Ladenburg

	
	

	
	Bill was modified in committee to be robbery only  and limited to the robbery with intent to get scheduled or legend drugs.  WFIA is working to help get this bill out onto the House floor.

	ESHB 1737
	Concerning the department of social and health services' audit program for pharmacy payments.
	Support
	H HC/Wellness
	Short

	
	

	
	Unfortunately, the bill had to be significantly watered down to eliminate a nearly $19 million fiscal note that DSHS had said the bill would cost. However, even in its current version, the bill will help define how pharmacy audits are conducted.

	HB 2512
	Including pharmacists in the legend drug act.
	Support
	H HC/Wellness
	Harris

	
	

	
	This is very important for pharmacies.  Currently they are not in the Legend Drug Act which gives them the authority to sell and deliver Legend Drugs.  They must be included in order to be in compliance if selling any drug under this act.

	SB 6096
	Regulating the practices of pharmacy benefits managers.
	Support
	S Hea/L-T Care
	Conway

	
	

	
	Makes needed changes to PBM regulations at the request of pharmacies to restrict PBM ability to require changes that are not authorized by physician.

	SB 6107
	Concerning prescription review for medicaid managed care enrollees.
	Monitoring
	S Hea/L-T Care
	Becker

	
	

	
	Requires contracts with medicaid managed care plans to include a requirement that certain patients be placed in an automatic review process with the primary care provider.

	SSB 6197
	Including pharmacists in the legend drug act.
	Support
	S HEADPS
	Conway

	
	

	
	Needed to help pharmacies selling and/or delivering legend drugs to be in compliance with the law.

	SB 6280
	Concerning robberies of pharmacies.
	Support
	S Judiciary
	Carrell

	
	

	
	WFIA has supported this bill before.  It increases the penalties for robberies of pharmacies.

	

	MEDIUM PRIORITY BILLS
	Position
	Status
	Sponsor

	HB 2142
	Modifying provisions of the prescription monitoring program by adding a fee to cover costs.
	Oppose
	H Ways & Means
	Cody

	
	

	
	Adds a $15 fee to the pharmacy license to cover the cost of the Prescription Monitoring program despite assurances to stakeholders that this program would not require a fee. 
 
Federal funds that were previously thought to be available to cover costs are no longer available.  
 
  
 


	HB 2228
	Allowing for redistribution of medications under certain conditions.
	Neutral
	H HC/Wellness
	Jinkins

	
	

	
	Allows pharmacies to voluntarily participate in redistribution programs of unused medicine to low income and uninsured residents.

	HB 2246
	Concerning medicaid fraud.
	Concerns
	H Judiciary
	Eddy

	
	

	
	Establishes the medicaid fraud false claims act to provide the state with another tool to combat medicaid fraud. Establishes the crime of medicaid theft as a class B felony. Creates the medicaid fraud penalty account.

	HB 2343
	Authorizing electronic communication of prescription information for controlled substances.
	Neutral
	H HC/Wellness
	Cody

	
	

	
	Addresses electronic communication of prescription information for certain controlled substances.

	SSB 5978
	Concerning medicaid fraud.
	Concerns
	S Ways & Means
	Pflug

	
	

	
	Establishes the medicaid fraud false claims act. Enacts a state false claims act in order to provide the state with another tool to combat medicaid fraud. Establishes the crime of medicaid theft as a class B felony. Creates the medicaid fraud penalty account.

	SB 6048
	Permitting nursing homes to recycle unused prescription medicines.
	Neutral
	S Hea/L-T Care
	Keiser

	
	

	
	Requires the department of social and health services, in association with the department of health, to establish a prescription drug recycling program that permits nursing homes to share unused prescription drugs and to accept donations of unused prescription drugs from prescription drug manufacturers and health care practitioners.

	SB 6051
	Concerning the donation and redistribution of unused prescription drugs.
	Neutral
	S Hea/L-T Care
	Keiser

	
	

	
	Allows unused prescription drugs to be donated to health care facilities or participating practitioners and allows the facilities or practitioners to accept and redistribute the donated prescription drugs. Requires the department of health to maintain and publish a current listing of participating health care facilities and participating practitioners.

	SB 6212
	Authorizing electronic communication of prescription information for controlled substances.
	Monitoring
	S Hea/L-T Care
	Keiser

	
	

	
	Addresses electronic communication of prescription information for certain controlled substances.

	TAXES

	

	HIGH PRIORITY BILLS
	Position
	Status
	Sponsor

	SHB 1929
	Street Utility Tax Bill
	Oppose
	H Trans
	Liias

	
	

	
	Authorizes city legislative authorities, under certain circumstances, to establish a street maintenance utility to provide street maintenance utility service.

	HB 2127
	Making 2011-2013 fiscal biennium supplemental operating appropriations.
	Monitoring
	H Ways & Means
	Hunter

	
	

	
	Makes 2011-2013 fiscal biennium supplemental operating appropriations.

	HB 2128
	Clarifying the sales tax exemption for local telephone service.
	Monitoring
	H Rules R
	Hunter

	
	

	
	Clarifies that the residential telephone service exemption in RCW 82.08.0289 has always applied only to residential telephone service offered under a tariff filed with the utilities and transportation commission. Prevents the adverse fiscal impacts that would result if the Thurston county superior court's Sprint Spectrum LP decision were to be upheld on appeal.

	HB 2140
	Concerning liquor revenue.
	Monitoring
	H Ways & Means
	Hunter

	
	

	
	Modifies liquor revenue provisions.

	HB 2146
	Reducing certain local sales and use tax provisions.
	Monitoring
	H Ways & Means
	Hunter

	
	

	
	Reduces certain local sales and use tax provisions.

	HB 2154
	Concerning generating revenues without raising taxes to provide funding for critical state services to preserve the health, safety, and welfare of the public.
	Concerns
	H Ways & Means
	Hasegawa

	
	

	
	Increases the interest rate on tax assessments and reduces the period of time for which refunds or credits of overpaid taxes can be issued. Requires local governments that issue building permits to supply subcontractor information to the department of revenue. Imposes a twenty-five dollar fee on reseller permits. Adds a ten-dollar fee to all billings issued by the department of revenue. Prohibits delinquent taxpayers from renewing liquor licenses. Requires the sale of unclaimed securities as soon as practicable upon receipt.

	HB 2278
	Concerning annual accountability surveys for the warehousing and distribution center sales and use tax exemption.
	Concerns
	H Ways & Means
	Moeller

	
	

	
	Requires wholesalers or third-party warehousers who own or operate warehouses or grain elevators and retailers who own or operate distribution centers to file a complete annual survey with the department of revenue.

	HB 2490
	Improving the business climate in this state by simplifying state and local tax and licensing systems.
	Support
	H Ways & Means
	Carlyle

	
	

	
	Establishes the tax and licensing simplification act. Pursues a long-term vision of a single internet portal for business licensing, registration, and tax reporting, to include both state and local governments. Begins the tax and licensing simplification process by: (1) Reducing the number of state business and occupation tax classifications; (2) Requiring greater uniformity between local business and occupation taxes and the state business and occupation tax, with a goal of state-level administration of all local business and occupation taxes by January 1, 2015, or as soon thereafter as possible; and (3) Simplifying local business licensing to facilitate the transition to mandatory issuance and renewal of local business licenses through the state's business licensing system by July 1, 2014, or as soon thereafter as possible, for cities imposing a business and occupation tax, and by January 1, 2018, or as soon thereafter as possible, for all other cities and towns that have a business licensing requirement.

	HB 2619
	Clarifying that sellers are required to separately state retail sales tax on any instrument of sale provided to the buyer when the seller advertises that tax is included in the selling price or that the seller is paying the tax.
	Concerns
	H Ways & Means
	Hansen

	
	Watching this for potential impact on liquor sales.  
 


	
	Requires the sales tax to be enumerated on a customer receipt of sale even if sales tax is advertised as embedded in the price.

	SB 5967
	Making 2011 2nd sp.s. supplemental operating appropriations.
	Monitoring
	S Ways & Means
	Murray

	
	

	
	Makes 2011-2013 fiscal biennium supplemental operating appropriations.

	SB 5972
	Referring a temporary sales and use tax rate increase to the voters in order to provide funding for essential government services.
	Monitoring
	S Ways & Means
	Shin

	
	

	
	Refers a temporary sales and use tax increase to the voters.

	SB 6176
	Improving the business climate in this state by simplifying state and local tax and licensing systems.
	Support
	S Ways & Means
	Kilmer

	
	

	
	Establishes the tax and licensing simplification act. Pursues a long-term vision of a single internet portal for business licensing, registration, and tax reporting, to include both state and local governments. Begins the tax and licensing simplification process by: (1) Reducing the number of state business and occupation tax classifications; (2) Requiring greater uniformity between local business and occupation taxes and the state business and occupation tax, with a goal of state-level administration of all local business and occupation taxes by January 1, 2015, or as soon thereafter as possible; and (3) Simplifying local business licensing to facilitate the transition to mandatory issuance and renewal of local business licenses through the state's business licensing system by July 1, 2014, or as soon thereafter as possible, for cities imposing a business and occupation tax, and by January 1, 2018, or as soon thereafter as possible, for all other cities and towns that have a business licensing requirement.

	

	MEDIUM PRIORITY BILLS
	Position
	Status
	Sponsor

	HB 1936
	Amending the existing nonresident retail sales tax exemption.
	Monitoring
	H Ways & Means
	Lytton

	
	

	
	Modifies provisions relating to the nonresident retail sales tax exemption.

	SHB 2040
	Providing for assistance for financing infrastructure and economic development.
	Concerns
	H Cap Budget
	Dunshee

	
	

	
	Creates a task force to develop a means to use the state's money to finance public works infrastructure, student loans, and economic development. Expires December 31, 2012.

	SHB 2080
	Modifying tax refund and interest provisions.
	Monitoring
	H Ways & Means
	Hasegawa

	
	

	
	Modifies provisions relating to tax refunds and interest.

	HB 2224
	Concerning Washington estate tax apportionment.
	Support
	H Rules R
	Nealey

	
	

	
	Exonerates small gifts of money or tangible personal property from estate tax apportionment.  
 


	HB 2290
	Limiting the number of tax rate changes.
	Support
	H Ways & Means
	Smith

	
	

	
	Limits sales tax changes to one per year.  However, this bill is not likely to get scheduled for a hearing.

	HB 2611
	Extending business and occupation tax preferences for fruit, vegetable, dairy, and seafood businesses.
	Monitoring
	H Ways & Means
	Blake

	
	

	
	Delays, until July 1, 2022, the expiration of business and occupation tax preferences for fruit, vegetable, dairy, and seafood businesses.

	SB 6045
	Concerning greater governmental fiscal responsibility through limitations on expenditures.
	Monitoring
	S Ways & Means
	Benton

	
	

	
	Modifies provisions relating to limitations on expenditures.

	SB 6061
	Changing the nonresident sales tax exemption into a refund program.
	Monitoring
	S Ways & Means
	Pflug

	
	

	
	Requires persons claiming exemption from retail sales tax to pay the state and local sales tax to the seller at the time of purchase and then request a remittance of the state sales tax from the department of revenue.

	SB 6074
	Concerning the capital budget.
	Monitoring
	S Ways & Means
	Kilmer

	
	

	
	Funds capital projects.

	SB 6088
	Strengthening the review of the legislature's goals for tax preferences by requiring that every new tax preference provide an expiration date and statement of legislative intent.
	Monitoring
	S Ways & Means
	Pridemore

	
	

	
	Requires introduced bills, that adopt a new tax preference or expand or extend an existing tax preference, to include legislative intent provisions, establishing the policy goals and any related metrics that might provide context and/or data for purposes of reviewing the preference. Provides that a bill that is enacted without the legislative intent provisions does not take effect. Requires the joint legislative audit and review committee, before a bill would take effect, but for the failure of such bill to meet the requirements, to provide written notice to the department of revenue of the bill's failure to meet the requirements. Requires the department of revenue to provide written notice of the bill not taking effect to certain parties. Requires certain tax preferences taking effect on or after July 1, 2012, to expire five years after the effective date, unless an earlier expiration date is specified.

	SB 6342
	Extending business and occupation tax preferences for fruit, vegetable, dairy, and seafood businesses.
	Monitoring
	S Ways & Means
	Prentice

	
	

	
	Delays, until July 1, 2022, the expiration of business and occupation tax preferences for fruit, vegetable, dairy, and seafood businesses.

	SJR 8217
	Providing that all new tax increases expire no later than five years after becoming effective.
	Monitoring
	S Ways & Means
	Stevens

	
	

	
	Proposes an amendment to the state Constitution to provide that all new tax increases expire no later than five years after becoming effective.

	SJR 8218
	Amending the state Constitution to limit certain initiatives placed on the ballot.
	Monitoring
	S GovtOp & Elect
	Swecker

	
	

	
	Proposes an amendment to the state Constitution to limit certain initiatives placed on the ballot.

	SJR 8219
	Amending the state Constitution to include an expenditure limit.
	Monitoring
	S Ways & Means
	Benton

	
	

	
	Proposes an amendment to the state Constitution to include an expenditure limit.

	TRANSPORTATION/DISTRIBUTION

	

	HIGH PRIORITY BILLS
	Position
	Status
	Sponsor

	HB 2190
	2012 Transportation Supplemental Budget
	Monitoring
	H Trans
	Clibborn

	
	

	
	Makes 2011-2013 supplemental transportation appropriations.

	SB 5992
	Making 2011-2013 supplemental transportation appropriations.
	Monitoring
	S Transportation
	Haugen

	
	

	
	Makes 2011-2013 supplemental transportation appropriations.

	

	MEDIUM PRIORITY BILLS
	Position
	Status
	Sponsor

	SHB 1781
	Regarding alternative fuel vehicle requirements.
	Monitoring
	H Tech/En/Com
	Pearson

	
	

	
	Delays the requirement that state agencies must satisfy a certain percentage of their fuel use for operating publicly owned vessels, vehicles, and construction equipment from electricity or biofuel. Exempts certain first response and emergency-related vehicles from the fuel use requirements.

	HB 2206
	Increase in Drivers License Fees
	Neutral
	H Trans
	Clibborn

	
	

	
	increases driver's license fees, including commercial licenses to reflect an additional year of validity.

	SB 5993
	Increase in Drivers License Fees
	Monitoring
	S Transportation
	Eide

	
	

	
	Adds one year of validity to drivers licenses including commercial.  Increases fees commensurately.

	SB 6032
	Transportation fee funding bill
	Monitoring
	S Transportation
	Kohl-Welles

	
	

	
	Imposes a five-dollar fee on the sale of each new tire sold that contains studs. Requires the department of revenue to collect on the business excise tax return from the businesses selling new tires that contain studs at retail the number of tires sold and the fee.
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