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WFIA Government Affairs Committee – Meeting Minutes
Friday, February 10, 2012 at 7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m. 

7 a.m., Chaired by Tyler Myers
GAC Committee Members present: Tyler Myers, Jan Gee, Craig Haines, Bob Hutchins, David Martin, Liz Parkes, Todd Scansen, Mike Shirts;  WFIA Staff present: Tammy Robacker, Communications and Carolyn Logue, Lobbyist

GAC Committee Members absent: Larry Bourland, Glen Foresman, Mike Latham, Gary Morgan

WFIA Board Members present: Nolan Lockwood, Kevin Stormans, Kevin Weatherill, Greg Miller, Roger Williams

GAC Meeting Guests: Darrell Vannoy, Metropolitan Market

Approval of Meeting Minutes

Motion: On proper motion and second to approve 2 sets of WFIA GAC meeting minutes from 01 20 12 and 01 27 12. (Martin/Haines)
Review & Comment on Legislative Brief & Lunch on Feb. 2.        presented by Robacker/Gee
The legislative luncheon had 70 total guests in attendance. 28 legislators RSVPed to attend the award lunch portion, but16 actually showed. Low attendance for the event indicates the budget for hosting it was not met and financials will reflect that loss. In spite of this shortage in attendance and ticket sales, favorable comments were made by GAC members Scansen and Haines regarding the lively and informative debate between Bob Ferguson and Reagan Dunn at the event. Gee will be presenting the GAC with additional information on the candidates for determining WFIA’s future endorsement choice by email. 
Legislative Overview and Priority Issues 




presented by Logue
See Attachments 

Two bill reports and one weekly legislative narrative report were reviewed this meeting. Of the 2 bill reports, one focused on our highest priority bills; the other was a comprehensive bill tracking list to let members see which bills are still alive and which are dead.

Transportation Fees/Local Government Proposal for Fuel Tax (SB 6582) 

Theft Limits (HB 2284) 

-Discussion regarding application of civil penalties for minors

Health Care  (SB 6440)
-Discussion of Bill Allowing Out of State Plans to be sold in Washington State

-See Attachment: Draft sheet to sign on to in support of SB 6440
Upon presenting this bill and attached draft sheet information, Gee recommended the WFIA GAC sign on in support of SB 6440.

Motion: On proper motion and second to approve WFI Aformally signing on in support of SB 6440, the bill allowing out of state plans to be sold in Washington state. (Haines/Myers)
Update on Health Care Exchange bills (HB 2319 & SB 6178)

Update on Latest Tax Ideas/Capital Gains Tax (HB 2563) 
Update on Work Place Safety Increase Penalties for Employers found in violation of safety and health laws.  (HB 2412)
GAC discussion indicated that this bill is not only unnecessary but goes too far as it jeopardizes the ability for the Department to investigate true problem situations.

 Action Item: Grassroots calls on HB 2412 may be needed. To be determined.
Issues WFIA Is Working On

-B&O Tax on Discounts 






presented by Gee
-Liquor Retail Tax 







presented by Gee
Other Issues of Concern for WFIA

-The Budget and Taxes Bills 

-Local Taxes and Fees (SB 6521 and SSB 6582)
8:00 a.m. - Adjourned: Next GAC Webinar scheduled for 02 24 12 at 7 a.m. 
Minutes submitted by WFIA Communications Manager, Tammy Robacker on February 16, 2012.
www.wa-food-ind.org ● 909 Lakeridge Drive SW ● Olympia, WA  98502; 
PO Box 706 ● Olympia, WA  98507-0706 ● (360) 753-5177

www.wa-food-ind.org ● 909 Lakeridge Drive SW ● Olympia, WA 98502; 

PO Box 706 ● Olympia, WA 98507-0706 ● (360) 753-5177

2 of 2

