Insert into subject line of email: New WIC Shopping Guide Effective April 1, 2012
This notice provides information about how and when you will receive the new WIC Shopping Guide, when to start using it, who you can contact for assistance, and some key changes to discuss with checkers, store managers and bookkeepers before using the guide April 1, 2012.

What will WIC send you?

WIC will send one copy of the new WIC Shopping Guides for each register in your store. Your shipment should arrive no later than the last week of March. If you have not received your guides by the last week of March, please contact Michalene Fontana, at 1-800-841-1410, extension 3619 or email Michalene.Fontana@doh.wa.gov 

When should I start using the 2012 WIC Shopping Guide?

Begin using the new WIC Shopping Guide on April 1, 2012.  Continue using the 2011 WIC Shopping Guide through March 31, 2012.  Recycle all copies of the 2011 WIC Shopping Guide after March 31, 2012.

What are key changes to cover with employees?

Please review the key changes below with employees before April 1st, along with the attached “Changes coming with the 2012 WIC Shopping Guide”. The page number and change are listed below to assist you.

· Page 2, - Using WIC Checks…WIC Fruit and Vegetable checks - (first bullet) – Changed wording to reduce confusion at the check stand.
Ask the checker if you can use your WIC Fruit and Vegetable checks together, if more than one person in your family gets WIC Fruit and Vegetable checks. Some stores can process checks this way.
· Page 5 - Baby Food – Meats, Approved – Nature’s Goodness baby foods meats discontinued production. WIC added the criteria “any brand” and “Stage 1” to the baby food meats food category. The meats Must Be: 
2.5oz glass jar; plain and Stage 1 or Stage 2

· Page 12 - Fresh Fruits and Vegetables - Added a container description line to the Approved Fruit and Vegetable list which includes common packing terms: 
Plastic bowls, cups, tubs, or clam shell containers
Added more description in the Not Approved list:

Added juice or syrup
Party trays, platters, or trays

· Page 14 and15 - Added: V8 100% Vegetable Juice
· Page 16 and 17 - Removed: Old Orchard Cranberry Juice
· Page 24 – Soy Beverage – Added a Shopping Tip to allow shoppers to combine refrigerated and shelf-stable products:

You can buy quarts, half gallons, or a combination when “quart(s) soy beverage” is printed on the check.
· Pages 33 and 35 – How to Take WIC Checks - As a new WIC Retailer Contract requirement, we have changed the wording about the WIC and Fruits and Vegetables check Transaction Date box on the check:

Write today’s date in the “Transaction Date” box.
If you have any questions about the new WIC Shopping Guide or approved foods call Monday through Friday 8:00 AM-5:00 PM at 1-800-841-1410.
