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Dedicated to promoting and protecting the independent, community-focused grocery industry
WFIA Government Affairs Committee - WEBINAR

2012 Legislative Session Meeting
Friday, January 20, 2012 at 7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m. 

7:00 a.m., Chaired by Tyler Myers

GAC Committee Members present: Tyler Myers, Jan Gee, Glen Foresman, Bob Hutchins, Larry Bourland, Gary Morgan, and Dave Martin
GAC Committee Members absent: Craig Haines, Liz Parkes, Mike Shirts, Todd Scansen
GAC Webinar Guests: Kevin Herglotz of Unified Grocers

WFIA Board Members present: Ray Sprinkle, Nolan Lockwood

WFIA Staff present: Tammy Robacker, Carolyn Logue
Approval of Meeting Minutes

Motion: On proper motion and second to approve the WFIA GAC meeting minutes from January 13, 2012. (Bourland/Martin)

Discussion/review of Legislative Briefing and Luncheon Feb 2nd.  Urge everyone to attend.  Register online.  To date, approximately 20 legislators have RSVP’d yes.

Summary of Legislative Priorities





presented by Logue
Attachments: 1) Weekly Legislative Report and 2) Weekly Bill Report

Session Priorities Come into Focus for WFIA



The second week of the legislative session provides focus for the 60-day session to end March 9. 

 

Issues rising to the top of WFIA priority list:

· BUDGET
· TRANSPORTATION
· EDUCATION
Summary of WFIA Priorities-Moving
Below is a summary of other priority issues and their status:

 

Implementation of Liquor Privatization I-1183: WFIA identified two priorities that were key to effective implementation of the liquor privatization initiative.   
· The first was to simplify the liquor taxes currently assessed at the retail level. 
· The second was to ensure equity among distributors delivering to retail in collection of the $150 million in distributor license fee revenues that were guaranteed to the state as part of the initiative. WFIA and its members have been working on these two issues since the initiative passed by making calls to legislators and feverishly trying to educate legislators that were shocked that the initiative passed.

 
Regulation of Signature Gatherers
 

Retrospective Rating Reform (HB 2207)
 

Plastic Bag Bans: SB 5780 and HB 2404 
 
Action Item: Gee updated and revised WFIA position paper to reflect ‘model local ordinance’ language on the bag ban issue and presented to GAC for review.
Motion: On proper motion and second to oppose the statewide ban on plastic bags and approve a state-wide model local ordinance for local jurisdictions which includes the ability for retailers to collect a 5 cent fee. (Foresman/Bourland)

Other Bills Impacting the Grocery Industry--Moving through the Process 
Newly introduced bills that, if passed will impact the grocery industry.
 

Simplification of Local B&O Tax Collecting and Business Licensing Systems 
(HB 2490 & SB 6176) 
Motion: On proper motion and second to accept WFIA’s revised Local Tax Policy position paper as drafted and reviewed by GAC. (Martin/Bourland)

 

Labor Bills: Two labor bills have been introduced and are having hearings this session that are OPPOSED by WFIA and we will be ready to work hard to defeat any or all of these proposals: 

· Paid Sick Leave (HB 2508 & SB 6229) 
· Increasing Protections for Employees Under WISHA (HB 2412) 
Organized Retail Theft—Flash Mob Bill: SB 6003 and  SB 6008 
Health Care (HB 2319 & SB 6178) 
Pharmacy Issues
 

Including Pharmacists in the Legend Drug Act (HB 2512 & SB 6197) 
 

Regulating the Practices of Pharmacy Benefit Managers (HB 2303 & SB 6096) 
 

Robberies of Pharmacies (SB 6280): 
WFIA HEARING UPDATES
Key Hearings - Last Week
 

· WFIA testified against several bills in the Senate Environment Committee that would have banned plastic bags, banned plastic bottles, created a 5 cent fee for bottles similar to Oregon's and banned non-compostable food service products. 

· WFIA testified as a key panelist before the House Ways & Means Committee on the implementation of I-1183, the Liquor Privatization Initiative. 

· WFIA testified in favor of HB 2207, the retrospective rating reform bill that will allow retro groups to assist in scheduling independent medical exams and vocational rehabilitation appointments to facilitate better and faster claims resolution.

Key Hearings - This Week
· HB 2404, banning plastic bags statewide and allowing grocers to charge a 5 cent fee will be heard in the House Environment Committee. WFIA will testify OPPOSED to the original bill.

· Hearings will be held in both the House and Senate on SB 6229 and HB 2508 which implement the Seattle Paid Sick Leave Ordinance statewide. WFIA will be testifying OPPOSED.
· Hearings will be held on SB 6280, robbery of pharmacies and both SB 6096 and HB 2303 concerning pharmacy benefit managers. WFIA will testify in SUPPORT of these bills.

Next Week’s GAC Webinar to be held on January 27th, 2012 at 7 a.m.
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