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2010-11 Annual Report

By Chair of the Board Mike Koens, Unified Grocers

The 2010-11 year was a great year of growth for the Washington Food Industry Association (WFIA).  We experience growth in our membership, growth in our financial status and most importantly growth in our member’s direct involvement with their elected officials in successfully pushing our legislative and regulatory goals.  We have a growing multitude of members who have stepped up to leadership positions on the board, our committees and signed up on grassroots activation system.  So many have dedicated their time and talent this year and I believe it is an understatement to say “it’s been a great growth year for WFIA!”
Here are some highlights of what we have achieved in 2010-11 together:
· Successfully passed Initiative1107 (2010) to repeal the onerous candy and pop tax;
· Supported and passed Initiative 1053 (2010) to reinstate the requirement of a 2/3rds vote of the Legislature or a vote of the people to raise taxes to STOP further taxation of grocery products;
· In the 2011 Legislative Session, we achieved some major reforms in workers’ compensation thereby avoiding a double digit increase in premiums in 2012;
· Unemployment Insurance was also reformed by the Legislature who rolled back a 35% UI Tax increase for 2011 and even lowing taxes over 2010 for most in the grocery industry;
· WFIA passed a law regulating service dogs in food establishments;
· Produced a publication of  “New 2011 Laws” following session so members would be up-to-date on news laws impacting and benefiting our industry;
· WFIA launched its new online grassroots advocacy system allowing members to communicate with their elected officials with a click of the button.  The system contains sample messages and letters for members to forward to their own elected officials;
· We DOUBLED the contributions our members made to our Political Action Committee in preparation for a huge election year in 2012 with the opportunity to select a business friendly Governor and Legislature and change the economic climate of Washington;
· We are actively opposing the Costco liquor privatization Initiative 1183 as they placed the independent grocery industry at a substantial disadvantage to benefit large retailers with their own in-state warehouses.  Stay tuned for November ballot;
· Members participating in WFIA Workers’ Comp Retro Program earned a tax refund of $3.3 million and paid premium that is on average 16% less than their peers in the state fund;
· We honored the 2010 Grocer of the Year Larry Nakata (Town & Country Stores) and the Vendor of the Year Dave Willis (Willis Marketing) at our annual industry “ConnectUp” reception.  In addition, Linda Thomas (Wilcox Farms) was honored with the Keystone Award for her outstanding contribution to the legislative goals of WFIA;
· Our 2010 Best Bagger Jessica Lewis (Yoke’s Fresh Markets) was 1st Runner-Up in the NGA national Best Bagger Contest.
· It was a year of growth; growth in membership, financial health, political campaign funding and grassroots. 

The biggest fight for the industry in this past year is the ongoing disagreement we have with the Department of Revenue on the application of the Service B&O Tax (1.8%) on product allowances and discounts.  We have successfully slowed their unfair, broad reach but only temporarily.  Aggressive next steps are being formulated by your Board of Directors.  Stay tuned.  We will not stop this fight on your behalf until we have won or used every possible strategy to available to us.
There is great strength in an industry that coalesce its numbers and resources under the umbrella of an association that has strong industry leadership and dedicated staff.
Thank you for your contribution in 2010-11 and we look forward to your support in 2011-12.
