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STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

Olympia, Washington 98504

Washington State Board of Pharmacy
Description

The Board of Pharmacy (BOP) is appointed to protect the public’s health and safety and to promote the welfare of the state by regulating the competency and quality of professional health care providers and pharmaceutical firms under their jurisdiction.  The BOP accomplishes this mandate through a variety of activities in collaboration with the Department of Health, Health Professions Quality Assurance.
BOP’s duties include:
· Regulate pharmaceutical care by licensing personnel and firms, set standards of practice, and follow up on complaints or violations by pharmacists, interns, pharmacy technicians, pharmacy assistants, pharmacies, and other pharmaceutical firms; 
· Ensure consistent standards of practice;
· Establish qualifications for licensure;

· Develop continuing education requirements; ;
· Develop rules, policies and procedures to promote quality health care for the residents of the state; 
· Investigate complaints against pharmacists, pharmacy interns, pharmacy technicians, pharmacy assistants, pharmacies, and other drug firms;
· Serve as a reviewing member on disciplinary cases;

· Issue notices of correction that help pharmacists address minor deficiencies in their practice;

· Serve as a member of disciplinary hearing panels;
· Revoke, suspend, or restrict specific practice or places probationary conditions on pharmacists, interns, pharmacy technicians and assistants, and pharmacies and other drug firms.
Qualifications

The BOP consists of five pharmacist members and two public members appointed by the Governor.  Pharmacist members shall be representative of the areas of pharmacy practice and geographically representative of the state of Washington.  All members must be citizens of the United States and must be residents of Washington. 
Pharmacist members hold an active unrestricted Washington Pharmacist license for at least the last five consecutive years. 
Public member representatives shall be appointed from the public at large but shall not be affiliated with any aspect of pharmacy.

Member Participation Expectation Guidelines

The following expectation guidelines are intended to serve as a reference for current members and for prospective appointees of the BOP:
· Attend regular BOP meetings, scheduled for one to two days during business hours on Thursday and Friday every six/eight weeks.  BOP establishes its meeting schedule one year in advance.  The typical time commitment ranges between 23 to 27 days per year, which also includes an annual BOP workshop, and the Department of Health one-day Board, Commission, Committee conference.
· Prepare for all meetings by reading materials one to two weeks in advance of the scheduled meeting date.  The packets take an average of two to four hours to read prior to each business meeting.  In addition, between four-and-ten hours are spent reviewing complaint files prior to each meeting.
· Participate on disciplinary panels that may meet by telephone or in person several times per year.  Sometimes panels meet with short advance notice in order to respond to emergent situations to protect the public. 
· Assist newly appointed BOP members as necessary.

Total Annual Time Commitment:

Meetings/ Conferences
23 to 27 days per year

Meeting Preparation
18 to 36 hours per year 
Complaint file review
36 to 120 hours per year

Performance Guidelines-Newly Appointed Commissioners

Attend an initial orientation about BOP and the Department of Health presented by Department of Health staff.  This is approximately a day in length.  Initial orientation  will outline the following:  Board member roles and responsibilities, ethics, confidentiality policy, the legal liability of BOP members and the Department of Health, the organizational structure of the Department of Health, roles and responsibilities of Department of Health staff, roles and responsibilities of staff attorneys and Assistant Attorneys General (AAGs), disciplinary processes, rule-making and other issues.
Current Meeting Schedule

BOP business meetings and disciplinary hearings are scheduled approximately every six to eight weeks.  Meeting dates and locations are located on the Board of Pharmacy’s Web Page.
Most BOP meetings and hearings are held in the Seattle area.  Approximately two to three meetings are held in other areas of the state such as Tumwater, Spokane, Vancouver, or Bellingham.    
Website

The address for the Washington State Board of Pharmacy is:

http://www.doh.wa.gov/hsqa/Professions/Pharmacy/default.htm
Relevant Statutes
The statute establishing BOP is RCW 18.64.001 State board of pharmacy—Creation—Membership—Oath--Vacancies.  This statute may be found at:

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=18.64.001
Application
The Governor appoints BOP members.  If you are interested in applying for a position on BOP, please visit the Governor’s website to obtain an application:
http://www.governor.wa.gov/boards/application/default.asp 
To apply, please submit a cover letter addressed to the Governor. Include a current resume and your application. Send your completed application packet to the address listed on the application.  Thank you.
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