Get the Facts on Liquor Privatization - 
Then Vote NO on Initiative 1183


What is Initiative-1183?
	
I-1183, on your November 8th ballot, would privatize liquor sales in Washington State.  It is funded by a few of the very largest retailers and hurts independent and family-owned main street grocers and customers by limiting choice and raising prices.

Why should voters reject I-1183?

These large retailers wrote the initiative to give themselves big market advantages and profits. Because of flaws in the initiative, shoppers at community grocery stores will likely see higher prices for liquor than what is currently available at state liquor stores, according to an analysis by the state Office of Financial Management (OFM).  Moreover, I-1183 includes new taxes on spirits totaling 27 percent that will be passed on to consumers (OFM). Small distillers with unique products will likely be pushed out of the market.

Do local, main street grocery stores have a position on I-1183?

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Washington Food Industry Association, the state organization representing 480 members including independent and family-owned grocery stores and grocery distributors strongly opposes I-1183. While the association supports the concept of privatization, it must be done in a way that benefits and protects communities, all grocers and the state and not just a few very large retailers who wish to abolish the current regulatory system to their own advantage. 

Where can I get more information? 

Visit our website and see our YouTube and policy paper at www.wa-food-ind.org
The entire initiative is here: http://www.sos.wa.gov/elections/initiatives/text/i1183.pdf
The OFM fiscal note can be found at: http://www.ofm.wa.gov/initiatives/2011/1183.pdf 
The campaign against I-11183: http://protectourcommunities.com/
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