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For more information, please contact:

Donna Steward, AWB

(360) 943-1600

Patrick Connor, NFIB

(360) 786-8675

Mark Johnson, WRA

(360) 943-9198 , ext. 15

Tom Kwieciak, BIAW

(360) 556-1440


Small Business Supports SB 6440 – Providing health care purchasing options for individuals and small employers.

Not all small employers or their workers will qualify for tax credits or subsidies to purchase coverage through the new state health insurance exchange.

But they still need access to affordable, quality health insurance plans.

SB 6440 would direct the Insurance Commissioner to identify at least five states for establishing reciprocal agreements allowing the purchase of individual and small group health insurance policies between those states and our own.
Partner states would have to meet National Association of Insurance Commissioners standards or guidelines for reserves, network adequacy, complaint resolution, consumer protection, and marketing standards.
Only comprehensive health insurance plans could be sold and they must comply with the federal employee health benefit design.  High-deductible, low benefit and catastrophic plans would not be allowed.
These plans would only be available from Washington state-licensed insurance agents and brokers.

Out-of-state plans would be required to pay Washington’s premium tax.

The Insurance Commissioner must approve the plans in advance, before they could be sold in our state, and continue to monitor those carriers and their plans to ensure on-going compliance with actuarial standards and solvency requirements. “Fly-by-night” outfits need not apply.
We are continuing to work with the Insurance Commissioner to perfect language ensuring Washington residents would be protected by our state’s consumer protection laws.
These plans could not be sold in the new state health insurance exchange unless the out-of-state carrier became fully admitted to sell policies in our state.

The bill would allow Washington insurance carriers to sell their approved plans to consumers in other states if they chose to do so.
SB 6440 helps ensure access to affordable, quality health insurance options inside and outside of the exchange.
Please support SB 6440 – Providing health care purchasing options for individuals and small employers.

