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	HIGH PRIORITY BILLS
	Position
	Status
	Sponsor

	2SHB 1507
	Concerning robberies of pharmacies.
	Support
	H 3rd Reading
	Ladenburg

	
	Concerning crimes against pharmacies.

	
	This increases the penalty for robbery of a pharmacy to a Class C felony.  The bill made it through the Senate Committee last year but died on the Senate floor.  It was moved back to House rules and then put on House 3rd Reading.  

	SHB 1929
	Concerning the regulation and preservation of urban streets through a local option street maintenance utility and allowing the imposition of a charge.
	Oppose
	H Trans
	Liias

	
	Street Utility Tax Bill

	
	This bill would allow cities to levy a tax based on square footage and traffic patterns (both customer and vehicle) on businesses within their jursidiction in order to cover costs of street maintenance.  This type of taxation unfairly targets retailers who are dependent on large square footage and increased volumes of traffic in order to be successful.

	SHB 2319
	Implementing the federal patient and protection affordable care act.
	Oppose
	H Rules R
	Cody

	
	Implementing the affordable care act.

	
	This bill implements provisions of the Health Benefit Exchange but only will allow insurers to sell plans outside of the exchange if they agree to sell plans inside the exchange.  This will mean that only insurers willing to enter into the extra requirements to be in the exchange will be selling insurance in Washington state.  This will limit insurance options for employers of all sizes.

	SHB 2359
	Addressing the industrial insurance medical provider network with respect to provider treatment or procedures ordered by the board of industrial insurance appeals or a court and provider appeals.
	Oppose
	H Rules R
	Reykdal

	
	Addressing the industrial insurance medical provider network with respect to provider treatment or procedures ordered by the board of industrial insurance appeals or a court and provider appeals.

	
	   Provides that the Department of Labor & Industries may not remove a provider from the health care provider network for failure to follow Department coverage decisions or treatment guidelines or policies if the treatment or procedure was ordered by the the Board of Industrial Insurance Appeals or a court.  
 
   ?  Provides that Department decisions to remove a provider from the network and other provider decisions are final orders subject to reconsideration and appeal.  
 
   

	SHB 2395
	Regulating drayage truck operators.
	Oppose
	H Rules R
	Sells

	
	Regulating drayage truck operators.

	
	Defines drayage drivers as statutory employees forcing the businesses who hire these independent contractors to pay workers' compensation, unemployment insurance and other requisite payroll taxes on them as employees.  This would significantly increase costs for warehouses and others who use independent truck drivers to haul cargo from the ports to the warehouses.

	SHB 2407
	Restricting the use of information related to claims resolution structured settlement agreements.
	Oppose
	H Rules R
	Roberts

	
	Restricting the use of information related to claims resolution structured settlement agreements.

	
	Would preclude any information from structured settle agreements from being subject to public disclosure or from being used in future litigation.

	HB 2412
	Increasing protections for employees under the Washington industrial safety and health act of 1973.
	Oppose
	H Rules R
	Kenney

	
	Increasing protections for employees under the Washington industrial safety and health act of 1973.

	
	This bill increases employer penalties for violations of the Washington industrial safety and health act. It also creates criminal penalties for employers based on whether a violation created one day off from work for an employee and institutes whistleblower protection for an employee that could interfere with employer disciplinary procedures for violations of employer policies.  

	SHB 2431
	Addressing claim files and compensation under the industrial insurance laws.
	Oppose
	H Rules R
	Reykdal

	
	Addressing claim files and compensation under the industrial insurance laws.

	
	This bill imposes a far-ranging set of administrative and paperwork burdens, restrictions and penalties on the composition and handling of claims files.  

	HB 2490
	Improving the business climate in this state by simplifying state and local tax and licensing systems.
	Support
	H Ways & Means
	Carlyle

	
	Improving the business climate in this state by simplifying state and local tax and licensing systems.

	
	Establishes the tax and licensing simplification act. Pursues a long-term vision of a single internet portal for business licensing, registration, and tax reporting, to include both state and local governments. Begins the tax and licensing simplification process by: (1) Reducing the number of state business and occupation tax classifications; (2) Requiring greater uniformity between local business and occupation taxes and the state business and occupation tax, with a goal of state-level administration of all local business and occupation taxes by January 1, 2015, or as soon thereafter as possible; and (3) Simplifying local business licensing to facilitate the transition to mandatory issuance and renewal of local business licenses through the state's business licensing system by July 1, 2014, or as soon thereafter as possible, for cities imposing a business and occupation tax, and by January 1, 2018, or as soon thereafter as possible, for all other cities and towns that have a business licensing requirement.

	HB 2527
	Concerning intermodal container chassis.
	Oppose
	H Rules R
	Eddy

	
	Concerning intermodal container chassis.

	
	Addresses violations identified by a law enforcement entity on an intermodal container chassis used to move intermodal containers.  Would shift liability to the owner of the chassis rather than the driver.

	HB 2563
	Establishing a state tax on capital gains.
	Oppose
	H Ways & Means
	Jinkins

	
	Establishing a state tax on capital gains.

	
	Based on news reports of the past two days, we need to start watching for a Capital Gains tax proposal to move.  It appears that the Senate Ways and Means Chair wants to put this on the ballot in order to fund education.

	HB 2728
	Increasing flexibility and diversity of local government revenue.
	Oppose
	H Ways & Means
	Hunt

	
	Allowing Local Governments to Divert Monies voted on for one purpose to use for another

	
	Modifies the authority for counties and cities imposing sales and use taxes. Allows transportation benefit districts to increase certain vehicle fees. Authorizes counties to impose an excise tax on the privilege of engaging in business as a utility. Allows local governments to collect certain fees to cover the cost of proportionate staffing, administrative, and facility costs associated with the processing of applications. Provides options for making payments of any kind to cities and code cities. Revises the definition of "limit factor," for purposes of chapter 84.55 RCW (limitations upon regular property taxes), to include, for taxing districts other than the state, the greater of one hundred one percent or one hundred percent plus inflation.

	HB 2751
	Concerning local transportation revenue.
	Monitoring
	H Rules R
	Clibborn

	
	Allows local governments to raise motor vehicle excise tax

	
	Bill gives local governments the authority to raise motor vehicle excise taxes to pay for local street maintenance.

	HB 2758
	Strengthening the department of revenue's ability to collect spirits taxes imposed under RCW 82.08.150.
	Support
	H Rules R
	Hunter

	
	Administrative fix to taxing of spirits -- requires a 50% vote to pass

	
	This bill gives DOR the ability to take away a spirits retailer license in the event that taxes are not paid and requires distillers delivering direct to submit lists of products sold in the state to the to ensure taxes are collected on those products.  
 


	SB 6096
	Regulating the practices of pharmacy benefits managers.
	Support
	S Ways & Means
	Conway

	
	Regulating the practices of pharmacy benefits managers.

	
	Makes needed changes to PBM regulations at the request of pharmacies to restrict PBM ability to require changes that are not authorized by physician.

	SB 6176
	Improving the business climate in this state by simplifying state and local tax and licensing systems.
	Support
	S Ways & Means
	Kilmer

	
	Improving the business climate in this state by simplifying state and local tax and licensing systems.

	
	Establishes the tax and licensing simplification act. Pursues a long-term vision of a single internet portal for business licensing, registration, and tax reporting, to include both state and local governments. Begins the tax and licensing simplification process by: (1) Reducing the number of state business and occupation tax classifications; (2) Requiring greater uniformity between local business and occupation taxes and the state business and occupation tax, with a goal of state-level administration of all local business and occupation taxes by January 1, 2015, or as soon thereafter as possible; and (3) Simplifying local business licensing to facilitate the transition to mandatory issuance and renewal of local business licenses through the state's business licensing system by July 1, 2014, or as soon thereafter as possible, for cities imposing a business and occupation tax, and by January 1, 2018, or as soon thereafter as possible, for all other cities and towns that have a business licensing requirement.

	SSB 6178
	Implementing the federal patient and protection affordable care act.
	Oppose
	S Rules 2G
	Keiser

	
	Implementing the affordable care act.

	
	Only allows insurers to sell insurance in the state if they are willing to participate in the state health benefit exchange.

	SSB 6228
	Prohibiting certain practices concerning the employment status of job applicants.
	Oppose
	S Rules 2
	Keiser

	
	Making employment status discrimination an unfair labor practice.

	
	Amended in committee to set penalties against employers if they advertise that they will not hire someone who is unemployed.

	SSB 6280
	Concerning crimes against pharmacies.
	Support
	S Rules 2
	Carrell

	
	Concerning robberies of pharmacies.

	
	WFIA has supported this bill before.  It increases the penalties for robberies of pharmacies.  This is similar to HB 1570 but modified to address the concerns of Senator Hargrove who wants to be sure that those who are drug addicted receive treatment.

	SB 6440
	Providing health care purchasing options for individuals and small employers.
	Support
	S Rules 2
	Parlette

	
	Providing health care purchasing options for individuals and small employers.

	
	Expands opportunities for the purchase of affordable health care coverage outside of state-governed health care coverage programs.  Requires the State Insurance Commissioner to identify and enter into contracts with plans outside the state that meet the requirements of the Federal Health Benefit Plan which is very close to the mandates in Washington state and accepted nationally under the Federal Health Care Act.

	SB 6487
	Concerning intermodal container chassis.
	Oppose
	S Transportation
	Frockt

	
	Concerning intermodal container chassis.

	
	Addresses violations identified by a law enforcement entity on an intermodal container chassis used to move intermodal containers.

	SB 6521
	Increasing flexibility and diversity of local government revenue.
	Oppose
	S Ways & Means
	Regala

	
	Increasing flexibility and diversity of local government revenue.

	
	Modifies the authority for counties and cities imposing sales and use taxes. Allows transportation benefit districts to increase certain vehicle fees. Authorizes counties to impose an excise tax on the privilege of engaging in business as a utility. Allows local governments to collect certain fees to cover the cost of proportionate staffing, administrative, and facility costs associated with the processing of applications. Provides options for making payments of any kind to cities and code cities. Revises the definition of "limit factor," for purposes of chapter 84.55 RCW (limitations upon regular property taxes), to include, for taxing districts other than the state, the greater of one hundred one percent or one hundred percent plus inflation.

	SB 6571
	Strengthening the department of revenue's ability to collect spirits taxes imposed under RCW 82.08.150.
	Support
	S Rules 2
	Kohl-Welles

	
	Administrative fixes to taxing of spirits -- requires a 50% vote rather than 2/3rds.

	
	This is Dept request bill to give the Department of Revenue needed authority to collect the taxes under 1183 -- authority to take away spirits licenses if taxes are not payed.   
 
WFIA is exploring whether some aspects of tax simplification for retailers could also be done under this bill without requiring a 2/3rds majority vote to change the initiative. 
 
  
 
  
 


	SSB 6582
	Concerning local transportation revenue options.
	Oppose
	S Rules 2
	Haugen

	
	Concerning local transportation revenue options.

	
	Allows local governments to raise the motor vehicle excise tax AND enact their own local motor vehicle fuel tax.
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